
Your committee has been successful in receiving a grant of 
$2900 from the Boroondara Council.  Senior community 
groups were invited to apply for grants that would enhance 
the wellbeing of its citizens.  My thanks to Lyn for all her 
help with the application. 

Our submission included a request for support for our gar-
dening group to allow access to gardens where entrance 
fees are required.  Also towards the cost of entry to attend 
cultural or entertainment events, and to contribute to-
wards the cost of guest speakers or entertainers at our club 
meetings.  Walking groups will also benefit from the grant. 

The financial position of the club is very strong.  We have 
received wonderful support from both the Council through 
its association with the Rotary Club of Balwyn and the Ben-
digo Bank.  This places us in a great position to look for-
ward to a fabulous year ahead in 2021 with many heavily 
subsidised activities and events. 

Don’t forget to hook up with Zoom to attend our general 
meeting on Tuesday (see page 2).  I look forward to seeing 
many of you then. 

Until then, stay safe and healthy. 
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We’ve been having various interest groups 
meeting via Zoom for the past few months.  
Now we are stepping that up to a full gen-
eral meeting. 
The structure of our meeting will be 
changed from normal, commencing at 
10:00am on Tuesday 11 Aug. with our Guest 
presenter, the bush poet Don McQueen. 
A short business session will follow. 

Zoom access info has been sent with the 
cover email for this GMW. 
Make sure you’re ready to join your friends 
on Zoom on Tuesday 11 August 

Don McQueen has been acclaimed as the Bush Poet 
of the Year now on six different occasions.  His pas-
sion for Australian history and poetry recitals have 
given rise to his many invitations to perform. 

His involvement in Community affairs is widely 
known and in 2006 was awarded an Australia day 
Citizen of the Year Award by the Shire of Murrindindi. 

He is a Life Member of both the Old Haileyburians 
Amateur Football Club and the Camberwell Cricket 
Club and a member of the Rotary E Club of Rotary 
Nomads. 
 

Don McQueen 

Greythorn Probus  

General Meeting 
Tuesday 11 August 

COMMITTEE  

REPORT/SUMMARY  

(August 2020) 

Your Committee met via Zoom for their monthly 
Meeting on Tuesday, August 4th at 10.06 am and 
concluded at 11.55 am.  Apologies were made 
for Chresley Robson and Shirley Branagan. Nine 
Committee members were in attendance. 

The President opened the meeting. The minutes 
of the last meeting were discussed, then passed. 
Correspondence covered the arrival of the club’s 
Bank Statements, then Ron reported on the ever
-fluid date of our Celebratory Lunch which has 
yet again been moved forward to October 20th. 

Discussions then moved to potential variation to 
our current Website and Lyn spoke of her inves-
tigations into a platform called “Booking Calen-
dar”.  From here the conversation moved to cov-
er another platform known as “WordPress”.  

The viability and costs associated with these al-
ternatives were also covered. The initiative of 
training of volunteers in Zoom and other applica-
tions is being looked into. Structures using Face-
book have been abandoned.  Contact links to the 
secretary’s e-mail was also discussed. It was de-
cided that an “Auto Forward” link be investigat-
ed in order to get access to the Secretary effi-
ciently.  Marty is ecstatic. 

Phil (Treasurer) delivered his comprehensive re-
port and stated that our financial position is 
healthy indeed. Then Peter (Membership) deliv-
ered a very detailed report of many aspects re-
lating to this category including re designing of 
many forms used in this position. 

Hospitality (Chresley). Because of COVID-19 
there was no report delivered.   

Veronica (Welfare) added to her already detailed 
report in the Newsletter and brought us up to 
date. Great work Veronica (but when it comes to 
cricket, she still barracks for the Poms). 

The Outings and Activities (Judy) information 
was delivered. The “Ultimate Indulgence” day 
trip has been postponed until further notice and 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

A NEW look and FREE gift for  
Greythorn Probus members. 

Compulsory wearing of a Face Mask at all times, 
once outside your front door is perhaps onerous but 
definitely essential.   

To keep every Probus member protected is a gift 
pack of two FREE masks per person.  These are three
-layer, well-fitting, wash and wear fabric masks, as 
recommended by Vic Gov. 

All you need do is send through your email order for 
two masks per person - available in Medium or Large 
size - to Merilyn Newnham (as in the covering email 
message to this issue of GMW.) 

We also give a big shout out to our machinists ex-
traordinaire Elaine Provan and Mary Dunn. Further 
offers of assistance from others with a sew-
ing machine and a few hours to spare will be most 
welcome to assist with production.  

Many thanks from the Probus Com-
mittee and best wishes to all. Keep 
safe and well. 

Merilyn 

Here’s your chance to watch the machinist at work 
making those masks—along with some instruction 
for those not so familiar with the skills required 

Watch this wonderful video by clicking on the 
picture below. 

the “Silo Art Trail” has now been pushed through 
until March 2021. 

The General Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 
August 11th with speaker Don McQueen is going 
ahead and guests are more than welcome to join 
us. It’s up to you to ask them.   

Judy’s Fantastic Friday Quiz at 2 pm on Friday 7th 
is something we are all looking forward to. 

Russ (Newsletter) delivered his report. All was 
positive and, from all feedback, as a club we are 
clearly well ahead of the pack with activities and 
initiatives.  Russ is working on the idea of an in-
teractive challenge for members to encourage 
on line participation. 

Marty 

Committee report  (continued) 

Bring & Buy 

We raised $82.00 from our 'Bring & Buy Table' last 
year & it has been donated to 'ZOO's VICTORIA 
BUSHFIRE EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND'. 

This fund coordinates care for all injured animals 
throughout Victoria.  

Thank you to all contributors & customers. 

Judy 

The postman told me he was going on holiday. I 
asked him if he was going to Parcelona or Istampul. 
He told he it was just a stag do with some friends. 
“Arh, an all mail party!” I exclaimed.  

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
mailto:merilynnewnham@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4c5eo_3-y0


Grey Matter Weekly  -  21 

Page 4  

Ted Angleton’s funeral 

We understand that quite a few members tried unsuccessfully to watch Ted Angleton’s funer-
al service over the internet.  There were, it appears, some issues with the link.  We have been 
advised that the recording of the service will be available from the clickable link below for 
another week or so. 

https://www.oneroomstreaming.com/view/authorise.php?k=159553533769116 

https://www.oneroomstreaming.com/view/authorise.php?k=159553533769116
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Book Groups—4th Thursday 

27 August, 2:00pm 

Book Group 1  
Discussing “Akin” by Emma Donoghue at it’s meeting 
on 27 August. 
With her new book, “Akin,” Do-
noghue returns to the story of a 
child and an adult trapped to-
gether. But the circumstances 
are far less bizarre, the con-
straints less intense than 
“Room”.  If “Room” was a horror 
novel laced with sweetness, 
“Akin” is a sweet novel laced 
with horror.  It’s the story of a 
man learning late in life to expand his sense of family, 
to realize as never before who his kin are. 

Discussion Group 
Wednesday 19 August,  11:00am by Zoom 

“Do we have a health care system 
that meets our needs, wants and 
which Australia can afford?” 
but specifically excluding residential and in 
home Aged Care to keep the breadth man-
ageable - a good topic for another discus-
sion. 

Our health system has come in for a very heavy load 
over recent months—and now specific criticism 
about the structure and funding of public health in 
Victoria. 

Prof Emeritus Peter Phelan, who practised as paedi-
atrician with special interest in chest disease, will 
lead our discussion.  

Peter was on the staff of the RCH for 35 years, in the 
last 14 years was head of the Uni. Melb. Dept of Pae-
diatrics. He was on the RCH Board for 14 years.  He 
was much involved in medical education, health poli-
cy, health and hospital administration.  This contin-
ued after retirement from Uni. Melb. and he did 
many consultancies in these fields.  He joined the 
Board of Cabrini Health in 2004, was Chairman 2006-
2010 and retired after that.  

Questions that could be discussed  

1. What outcomes indicate the effectiveness of a 
health system and how does Australia stand?  

2. What should we expect from quality general  
practitioners, out of hospital and in hospital spe-
cialist care?  

3. Is private health (in reality hospital and optional 
out of hospital ancillary services) insurance worth 
it?  

4. What wants, as distinct from needs, does our 
health system fail to meet?  

5. How much does Australia in terms of GDP 
spend on health, what percentage comes from 
taxes and what paid by individuals and are these 
about right? How do these compare with other 
countries?  

6. Who uses the health system the most?  

7. Is there much waste in our health care system?  
Zoom access information will be emailed out on 
Monday or Tuesday prior to the discussion. 

The Victorian government’s “Better Health Chan-
nel” (click yellow link to open) claims “The healthcare 
system in Victoria provides high-quality health treat-
ment, care, education and disease prevention for all 
Victorians.  It includes a wide range of healthcare pro-
fessionals, all working in numerous public and private 
settings, such as hospitals, medical clinics, community 
centres and private practice.” 

All welcome.  Zoom access details will 
be included in the covering email for 
GMW 22 

FFFQFF— Alternate friday afternoons 

After great fun together last Friday afternoon, the next 
Quiz will be held on: 
Friday 21 August, - 2:00pm by Zoom 

FRIVOLOUS FRIDAY FRIENDLY QUIZ for some 

FUN and FELLOWSHIP. 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT 

The access information (“Meeting ID” and “Password”) -
will be sent out by email either Thursday afternoon or 
Friday morning.   
Intending players please contact Judy Brophy 
Reminders how to Zoom for those who haven’t been 
Zooming around is set out later in this GMW. 

Convenor:  Judy Brophy 

Coming up 
Canasta Group  2nd Wednesday 

Wednesday 12 August—2:00pm 
The Canasta group will meet again this week via 
Zoom 
Convenor:  Ann Price 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/ServicesAndSupport/healthcare-system-in-Victoria
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/ServicesAndSupport/healthcare-system-in-Victoria
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Recent Activities 

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of 

our club and its activities 

The protagonist is a chemistry professor named Noah 
Selvaggio who recently retired to avoid the risk of 
becoming a laughingstock. “Professor in his late sev-
enties sounded rather admirable,” Noah thinks, “but 
professor in his eighties?” No thanks. That sensible 
decision epitomizes Noah’s tough realism. Confront-
ed with the challenge of filling unscheduled days in 
New York City, he decides to jump-start his new life 
with a trip to Nice, France for the annual Carnival. 
There, he plans to celebrate his 80th birthday and 
reconnect with his hometown, a place he hasn’t seen 
since he was shipped off to America as a child to es-
cape the Nazis.  

Convenor:  Patricia Noseda 

Book Group 2 
Next read:  “AN UNCONVENTIONAL WIFE”-  

The Life of Julia Sorell Arnold , by Mary Hoban. 

This well researched and stylishly 
written book gives us the lost life 
of an inconvenient heroine, a 
woman hobbled by her times, 
champing at the bit, going no-
where. Julia Sorell Arnold was a 
spirited, independent woman in 
an age when women were ex-
pected to be quiet. With insight 
and empathy, Hoban brings to 
life  Julia and Tom’s troublesome 

marriage and their passionate but fractious relation-
ship. Tom’s sudden decision to become a Catholic 
caused a conflict that would play out over three dec-
ades in a time when science challenged religion, 
when industrialisation challenged an established way 
of life, democracy was on the rise and when women 
began to challenge men. It was a conflict that would 
shape not only their lives but that of their children. 

Mary Hoban is a Melbourne-based writer and histori-
an. Her first book was a history of Melbourne’s Victo-
ria Market and she has authored, co-authored and 
edited various textbooks, articles etc. on Australian 
and Asian history. 

In 2012 she was awarded the inaugural Hazel Rowley 
Literary Fellowship to write the biography of Julia 
Sorell Arnold. 
Convenor:  Joan Teele 

Book Group 2 
American Dirt by Jeanine Cummings 

Book Group 2 met on Thursday 23 July on Zoom to dis-
cuss this novel. We spent a double session exchanging 
ideas as well as catching up socially. 

American Dirt recounts the story of the wife of a Mexican 
journalist fleeing with her son, on ‘la bestia’ and through 
the desert, from Acapulco to ‘elnorde’, the United States. 

The publication of this book has been described variously, 
on one hand as “The Grapes of Wrath of our times” (Don 
Winslow), and “It will change your view of the 
world” (Kristy Wark). On the opposite side it has been 
called “cultural appropriation by a privileged white fe-
male”, complaining that it was written by a non-Latina 
about Latin issues. 

Unfortunately the publishers appear to be responsible for 
much of the criticism, most of which seems to have been 
taken up by Latinx writers, who are complaining about 
the difficulties of having their work published. 

The group found the language used easy to read but the 
subject matter described was often quite harrowing. 
Some of the characters were very relatable, but we did 
question some of their actions. 

Overall we felt that it raised questions of migration, Mexi-
co, narcos and relationships, which led to a good discus-
sion. But it is not to be compared to The Grapes of Wrath. 

In all the discussions about American Dirt it must be re-
membered that it is a work of fiction. 

Jennifer Parker 

Book Groups (cont.) 
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Supporting, through their fantastic fund raising, 

community activities within the  

City of Boroondara 

An English lesson 
Teacher:  “Give me the opposite of this sen-
tence: “Children in the dark make mistakes” 
Student:  “Mistakes in the dark make chil-
dren” 
Teacher:  “Get Out” 

For the retired bankers amongst us. 
A retired bank manager bought a service 
station. 
A customer drove in and asked for $50 
worth of petrol 
The ex-bank manager said  “Couldn’t you 
make do with $40.” 

Haven’t been Zooming? 
Forgotten how to join a Zoom 
meeting? 
Simply click the hyperlink in the ‘invitation’ email 
(the line of blue gobbledegook) or alternately, if you 
have Zoom installed on your computer you can, click 
the Zoom icon and then “Join Meeting” icon enter-
ing the meeting ID and password (both of which will 
be set out in the joining meeting email) when 

prompted. 

Zoom start 

icon 

Join Meeting icon on 

Zoom Home Page Hello 
is anyone out there ???? 
To see if you’re still awake after getting this 
far, this is an attempt to add a bit of spice to 
the newsletter and another occasion to exer-
cise your Grey Matter. 
A challenge for you. 
Please click on the link below and submit 
your answers to our CHALLENGE.  To open 
up the challenge click on the button below 

This sometimes takes a few seconds rather than being  

instantaneous so be a bit patient with the technology 

Click to open your  

challenge 

Creative Pursuits 
There were five people on Zoom when we met on 
Monday 27 July and we compared our mask making 
efforts for COVID-19 stage 4 Lockdown. 

We complimented Judy Bailey on her paintings and 
generally chatted about our activities in lockdown.  

Until we can see the easing of restrictions we really 
can’t plan ahead. 

Elaine Provan 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIsFqdvmWWI1NaxOO8vJihRDH0fycOxMp4PuIfpS1pAj0qvw/viewform
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Marty’s Playground 
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?  
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 20 of Grey 
Matter 

1. Duc de la Rochefoucauld 1613 – 80   Maximes 
(1678) no.19 

2. T.E.Lawrence 1888 – 1935 The Mint (1955) pt. 1, 
ch.4 

3. Oscar Wilde 1854 – 1900 The Importance of Being 
Earnest (1895) act 2. 

4. Oscar Wilde A Woman of No Importance (1893) act 
1. 

Now find out who is responsible for these.  

1. Thieves respect property.  They merely wish the 
property to become their property that they may 
more perfectly respect it. 

2. An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly 
considered.  An inconvenience is only an adventure 
wrongly considered. 

3. He knows nothing; and he thinks he knows 
everything.  That points clearly to a political career. 

4. I can’t talk religion to a man with bodily hunger in 
his eyes. 

KINKY ADVERTISING  

(aka No Bull) 

A SIGN IN A SHOE 
REPAIR SHOP 
We will heel you. 
We will save your 
sole. 
We will even dye for 
you. 

A SIGN ON A BLINDS AND CURTAIN TRUCK 
Blind man driving. 

SIGN OVER A GYNECOLOGIST’S OFFICE 
Dr. Jones, at your cervix. 

BRAIN TEASERS; 
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos. 1 through 14 (with 
some exceptions). 

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to scrutiny. 
Some I have no answer for.  If you have another interpretation, 
please contact the headmaster Mr. M. Malone and it will be 
considered for ADDENDUM in the next issue of Grey Matter. 

1. Growing Older 

2. Beating around the Bush 

3. Equal Affair………….? 

4. Broken Arrow………...? 

5. To Add Some Weight to It. 

6. To Glance Sideways 

7. Profits (as in Prophet) Tax 

8. Upside Down Cake 

9. Big Deal 

10. Gross Indecency 

11. Paper Return 

12. A Shot in the Dark 

Now try the next block Nos. 1 through 13.  

Trump 

That ! 


